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The preservation of rare and
minority breeds worldwide is

of global importance for the
future of the world’s agriculture.
The Rare Breeds Conservation
Society of New Zealand aims

to preserve and manage small
populations of breeds whose
number have become so low that
their survival is endangered, and
minority breeds which need to
be kept under surveillance.
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Within our border we foster offical and
amateur efforts to preserve rare and
heritage breeds. The society runs the

only known gene bank in New Zealand of
germplasm for the future, collecting from
unique genetic breeds that have locally
adapted to New Zealand conditions, along
with more conventionally farmed breeds
whose numbers have dramatically reduced
worldwide.

www.rarebreeds.co.nz/genebank

Part of the society’s mission is to publicise
and educate livestock conservation at
meetings, public press and venues such

as A&P shows. To further the public’s
education about rare and unique livestock
the Rare Breeds Conservation Society of
New Zealand has been attending the
Christchurch A&P show since early 1990s,
starting with only a small number of
animals on display. By 2023, the display
grew to over 100 rare and heritage animals.


https://www.rarebreeds.co.nz/genebank.html

Does it matter?

Farmers naturally want to use the most
productive, healthy, and hardy stock they
can, and to produce for the current market
- which inevitably changes according to
consumer requirements. For a variety of
reasons, it is worth keeping the original
breeds:

« They may have been superseded by
today’s fashions, but they still represent
unique “genetic packages” for use again
some time in the future.

« Market fashions change. Lean sheep are
now favoured over fat, and goats are
now valuable to many farmers who used
to shoot them as pests.

» Rare breeds often keep desirable
characteristics that can be incorporated
in new improved breeds of livestock.

« Genetic engineering is rapidly
revolutionising breeding work, but it still
needs the appropriate genes on which
to draw.

« Rare and unusual breeds provide
material for research on the evolution of
domestic characteristics.

« Breeds that have lived in isolation for
some time illustrate how animals change
when they run wild, and in New Zealand
they illustrate aspects of our colonising
history.

Cryo preservation is not about preserving
the past but preserving for the future.




What your donation supports

» Collection of semen and embryos from
priority breeds whose numbers are
critically low

« Annual census and health check of the
wild Arapawa Island sheep population

» Assist the society to take reasonable
measures to save breeds that have
reached critically low numbers.

¢ Purchase of materials for A&P shows
around the country.




What do our sponsors get?

$1000 o ore $999 to $500 $499 to $250 $249 to $100

Your Name or
company display
send on a list of
2025 sponsors X X X
at the A&P show
and other public
society events

Receive the
quarterly NewZ*

Be a listed sponsor
in the NewZ

Have your name
or company

logo listed as a
platinum sponsor
on the RBCSNZ
website

Photo Opportunity
with a rare breed
at the Canterbury
A&P show and X X
posted on the web
site and social
media

Family day pass to

Staglands . X X X
Family pass to the
“Royal Agricultural X X X X

Show of NZ

« The Rare Breeds NewZ is the Rare Breeds Conservation Society’s quarterly publication.

Donations of any amount make a difference. The average semen collection costs $1500
and embryo collection $5000.



Donating

If you wish to support the work of Rare Breeds Conservation Society
of New Zealand (a registered charity CC30930) apart from being a
member, donations can be made to the Society’s bank account:

021268 0161918 000
Rare Breeds Conservation Society of New Zealand Incorporated
Include your name and the word Donation.

Please also send an email into secretary@rarebreeds.co.nz, so that
we know who the donation is from, be provided a receipt for a full tax
deduction, and if it is intended for any special project.

Non-Monetary Donations are also welcome.
« Semen and Embryos in cryo storage from declining breeds

« Materials for supporting attendance at events like A&P shows
« Sheds and shelter (timber, gates, fasteners)
« Trailer, gazebos

« Livestock feeds that can be used at the Canterbury show
or auctioned.

« Aid in production of audiovisual educational materials


mailto:secretary%40rarebreeds.co.nz?subject=Donation

Visit our website www.rarebreeds.co.nz/join.html
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http://www.rarebreeds.co.nz/join.html
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